
BRECKLAND COUNCIL

DELEGATED DECISION RECORD

This records a key or other decision taken by an Executive Member or the Cabinet in 
accordance with the Council’s scheme of Delegations (as set out in Section D of Part 3 of 
the Council’s Constitution).

Unless the Leader and the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Commission certify that 
the matter is so urgent that the normal five-day scrutiny delay on action should not apply, 
then this decision will come into force and may then be implemented on the expiry of five 
working days after the publication of the decision, unless called in under the call-in 
procedures as set out in Section D of Part 3 of the Council’s Constitution.

Portfolio/Cabinet Cabinet

Report Title (& Reference No.) Smoke Free Play Areas and Zones

Summary Background To consider the adoption of Smoke Free Play Areas and 
Zones. 

Author/Contact Officer Craig Fowler, Food, Health & Safety Manager (shared) 
(craig.fowler@breckland-sholland.gov.uk)

Ward(s) Affected All Wards

Urgent? No

Key Decision? Yes It is significant in terms of its effect on communities 
living or working in an area comprising two or more wards

In Key Decision Plan? Yes

Date Decision Taken Tuesday, 1 December 2015

Date Published Wednesday, 2 December 2015

Call-In Expiry Wednesday, 9 December 2015

Exempt Information? No

Decision (Action Agreed) That Cabinet approves the introduction of a voluntary 
smoke free code at all public play areas/parks, entrances to 
schools and children’s nurseries throughout the district of 
Breckland.

Reasons(s) Smoking in the presence of children ‘normalises’ smoking 
behaviour. It is widely accepted that children are more likely 
to smoke, if they see adults around them smoking. By 
introducing voluntary smoke free areas it will help reduce 



the prevalence of smoking in young persons and adults.

Medical and Scientific Opinion is that there is no safe level 
of second hand tobacco smoke. Successful implementation 
of this proposal will enable children to play in a healthy 
place without exposure to harmful second hand tobacco 
smoke. This will  lead to a particular improvement  in play 
areas which are walled, solidly fenced or poorly ventilated

Introducing a voluntary smoke free code in these areas will 
reduce the amount of tobacco related litter. Therefore 
improving the local environment and generally making the 
area more attractive and pleasant.

Encouraging local children to design signs to be displayed, 
will encourage Pride in Breckland and the environment 
generally.

Options 1. Do nothing. This will result in no further action being 
taken.

2. To approve the proposed project.

3. To approve the proposed action in principle but 
make minor amendments.

Further Information Smoke Free Play Areas and Zones


